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Diana Mitchell, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools
“A Champion for Students”

Greetings Plainfield Public Schools Community: 

WWelcome back to the 2021-22 school year! We are thrilled to have our students return to 
in-person teaching and learning. We know how critical in-person instruction is as it provides 
direct, hands-on instruction with less distractions and greater opportunities for student 
interaction, relationship building, and teamwork. We are so proud of both the academic and 
athletic accomplishments of our students. Notably, our students who are dually enrolled in the 
Kean University Scholars Academy are leading the pack in math results, our Plainfield HS 
student athlete who was recognized as the overall state champion in the long jump, and the 
Plainfield HS BPlainfield HS Boys Baseball team celebrated 29 divisional wins in a row and five divisional 
championships. 

As we prepare our students to become future leaders of the 21st Century, we must remember 
that their world will look differently from the one we grew up in or the one we live in today. 
Economic, technological, and social change will continue to revolutionize the way our children 
think, learn and develop. As parents, teachers, and leaders, we must continue to inspire our 
students to become dreamers, thinkers, inventors, and leaders. If you have Generation Z 
students (individuals born between 1997 to 2012) or Generation Alpha students (individuals 
born between 2010 and 2025), I strongly encourage you to: 

• Make in• Make information graphic;
• Rethink how you communicate;
• Deliver individualized instruction - think adaptive learning;
• Use social media as an approach to learning; and 
• Recognize these generations view themselves as smart, creative, and hardworking.

As As Socrates said, "Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel." As teachers, 
educational leaders, and parents, it is imperative that we ignite the minds of our future leaders 
with words of aspiration, hope, and promise.  

Mr. Eric Andrews, Board President
“A Champion for Students”

Dear Plainfield Public Schools Family:

One of the most familiar AOne of the most familiar African proverbs states, it takes a village to raise a child, and today 
this adage still rings true. is means it takes the collaborative efforts of the entire 
community to create an environment that allows for our children to grow academically, 
socially, and emotionally. e “village” will ultimately benefit everyone involved and will 
produce a win-win outcome for all. Parents, please use every opportunity to nurture and 
build a positive village around your child. is village will ensure your child’s mental health 
is balanced and stable. 

e e good news is your child’s village may be comprised of family, trusted friends, teachers, 
principals, assistant principals, bus drivers, paraprofessionals, pediatricians, coaches, religious 
leaders, and mentors. Two critical elements in every child’s village are parents and teachers. 
Research shows that when teachers and parents work together, clear communication is 
established to facilitate the educational process and positive environments are established to 
foster a child’s intellectual well-being. Plainfield Public Schools has established several 
useful channels for parents to communicate with our teachers and administrators which 
inincludes:  the Plainfield Public Schools app, the Genesis Student Information System, 
telephone calls, emails, parent conferences, and the Let’s Talk app. 

ough members of your child’s village may change during each stage of your child’s 
development from early childhood to adolescence, to young adulthood and ultimately into 
full adulthood, make certain everyone in your child’s village is a true “Champion for 
Students” and always advocates on behalf of our greatest assets – our children. 
Our children and effective educators are truly two of the greatest gifts to ensure a viable, 
sustainable Plainfield Public Schools Community where diversity is celebrated and 
respected.



KeKelly Francisco, a New Jersey City University’s 
Admissions Counselor (NJCU), recently spoke at 
PAAAS about the importance of starting early. 
“Early decision is important because it gets the 
students motivated to apply to colleges and to start 
looking and making plans after graduation. 
Plainfield is one of my favorite places, I love seeing 
the smiles of the students and their enerthe smiles of the students and their energy.”

Over fifteen Plainfield seniors have obtained 
scholarships totaling $54,000 in just one day of 
instant decisions from local New Jersey schools. 
Students have received individual awards of more 
than $10,000 and many are waiting on benefit 
packages from schools. 
We met with a group of students at PAAAS and 
PHS who are making decisions now. Eva Woolard, 
a 12th Grader at PAAAS, who lives with her 
parents Christine and Terry and two brothers, said 
she plans to become a Software Engineer and study 
Computer Science. “I am applying to Swarthmore, 
Amherst, Fairleigh Dickinson, Drew, Yale, Harvard, 
Colgate and MColgate and MIT.” 

Alexandrea Scarlett, a PHS student whose extended 
family came from Jamaica approximately 20 years 
ago, said she is fulfilling a family dream by entering 
into the military branch of the Coast Guard.  Her 
grandmother Pearl Hooper and her aunt Beverly 
Burrell have always encouraged her to become a 
member of the military. “I did my own research and 
lolooked at the benefits in the long run, and decided 
on my own to join the US Coast Guard.” Scarlett 
met with a recruiter at the College and Career Fair 
held at PHS in October. She said she will not know 
yet when she will get her “shipping orders” but 
knows it will be soon after graduation in June 2022. 
Jose Balda, Admissions Director at NJCU said, 
“Instant decision helps students become informed 
and it exposes them to the different opportunities 
that are out there in higher education.” 

Post-secondary plans are something students just 
starting their senior year in September could delay for a 
few more months, however, that is not the case for high 
school seniors at the Plainfield Academy for the Arts 
and Advanced Studies (PAAAS) and Plainfield High 
School (PHS). e Class of 2022 students have begun to 
interview with college and career recruiters during 
in-persin-person, instant decision sessions and at college career 
fairs held at their schools. e process began in 
September and will continue into the Spring of 2022. 

e District’s guidance counselors are assisting students 
in preparing their high school transcripts, personal 
statements, letters of recommendation, financial aid 
applications, practicing interview skills, signing up for 
college tours, and letting them know what to consider 
when selecting an institution of higher learning or other 
post-secondary plans including the military, career, or 
ententrepreneurship. 

“I prepare the students by letting them know about the 
process of recruitment, and letting them know to be 
themselves,” said Ms. Lisa Bergamotto, Guidance 
Counselor at PAAAS.  “Colleges want students who 
want to be there, so I advise students to share as much as 
they can with recruiters. ey need to let them know 
they want to go to school, why they selected their school 
and what thand what they hope to gain from their program.”

THE CLASS OF 2022 FORGES AHEAD WITH POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANS
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Here at Cedarbrook K-8 Center in our middle school grade 
levels, we have begun to develop opportunities for our 
students to engage in various extra-curricular academic 
pursuits. Our new Media Specialist, Mrs. Wait has 
developed a Creative Writing Club that has sparked the 
interests of our students since it began during the second 
week of November. So far, students in our 8th grade class 
hahave decided to join Mrs. Wait in expressing their creativity 
through writing. Our students have an opportunity to learn 
about and explore the many genres across the writing 
spectrum as they meet once a week after school.

Mrs. Wait had expressed her desire to create the club 
because of the lack of attention given to writing as an art 
form as compared to music or painting. Many of our 
students expressed interest in wanting to write as well. Mrs. 
Wait felt that their interest was an opportunity for her to 
affirm their creativity and reinforce writing as an art form.

DDuring the initial meeting, she discovered that within our 
student ranks there are potential novelists, screenwriters, poets 
and journalists. ey were asked about their interests and 
encouraged to pursue their endeavors and not be afraid of 
failure. Mrs. Wait challenged the group to exercise patience 
and perseverance when developing story lines as well as when 
seeking inspiration. She referenced her favorite authors such 
as as Anne Rice, Langston Hughes and Ta-nehisi Coates.

It is Mrs. Wait’s objective, through this writing club that she 
inspires nurtures and develops the next generation of literary 
world changers under her guidance. 

CEDARBROOK SCHOOL
Dr. Frank Asante, Principal

Clinton School was excited to celebrate Veterans Day on 
November 11th with many classroom activities that were cross 
curricular with the subjects of English Language Arts and 
Social Studies. Veterans Day was originally called Armistice 
Day to commemorate the end of World War I. At Clinton 
School we teach our scholars to honor all who have served in all 
branches of the US military. 

OOur 3rd and 4th grade students participated in multiple 
activities such as watch a video on Homeschool Pop, take notes 
on the important facts and then report out to the class.  
Secondly, they completed a Kahoot activity based on Veterans 
Day where the students competed to get the correct answers 
and earn points.   Students connected to History to ELA by 
reading about Veterans Day, giving the character traits of a 
veteveteran, and writing an acrostic poem using the letters in 
veteran.  Students were assessed for understanding through a 
BrainPOP video and a quiz.  Overall, the goal was to have 
students learn through many different activities the importance 
of Veterans Day.

Parents please continue to challenge your child to read daily and 
identify the main idea, supporting details and character traits in 
a text. Your participation in literacy at home will continue to 
build on the literacy skills acquired in school for our scholars to 
become more proficient in reading comprehension and fluency 
skills. 

CLINTON SCHOOL
Dr. Janet Grooms, Principal

e DeWitt D. Barlow Elementary School is excited 
to partner with the Rutgers University School of 
Mathematics and Science to explore Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics 
(STEAM) with our students in grades 3-5. e 
purpose of this partnership is to enhance our students’ 
mathematical and coding skills.  Over 115 students 
paparticipate in the “Imagineering Program” taught by 
Rutgers faculty, learning to use the Computer Aided 
Design (CAD), a critical maker skill that promotes 3 
dimensional thinking capabilities. In addition, the 
students will imagine, strategize and create their own 
designs that can be 3-D printed in one of our three 
3-D printers! Our goal is to prepare our students to 
becbecome critical thinkers, bilingual and bicultural!  is 
is our fourth consecutive year working with Rutgers 
University School of Mathematics and Science since 
we began this partnership in 2017. 
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e Emerson Family Friendly Center Program has 
successfully launched for this 2021-2022 academic 
school year. e FFC program services Emerson 
students in third through 5th grades. is year the 
program has partnered with NJ Snap and Clemson 
University. 

OOur partnership with NJ SNAP provides students 
with lessons on nutrition such as how to read labels 
and cooking classes on how to prepare healthier meals. 
e lessons teach the students how they can use 
healthy food alternatives with less salt and sugar. e 
program provides each student with a cooking matters 
workbook that contains healthy recipes and valuable 
ininformation on making healthy food choices. At the 
end of the program, each student participant receives a 
certificate of completion. Most recently, the students 
enjoyed making their own trail mix as a healthy snack 
and went home with a take away gift.

e partnership with Clemson University has 
provided the students with hands on STEM projects. 
e students are working on several projects that 
involve water and the floating capacity of foil boats. 
e project, under session one, focused on items in a 
bag that float, foil bag boats, and magi finger bag 
(surface tension). Emerson’s partnership with NJ Snap 
and Clemsand Clemson University were well received and 
interest in joining the FFC has spiked. 
Concurrently with these partnerships our very own 
Emerson FFC teachers have been focusing on 
project-based learning, the first being research projects 
about the United States. In their art class students 
have created portraits of the NJ State bird, flower and 
animal, which is the American Goldfinch, blue violet, 
and horse. 

EMERSON SCHOOL
Mr. Dion Roach - Principal

It is hard to believe how quickly the school year is 
moving. e first marking period is coming to an end and 
the holiday season is upon us! I hope that all of our 
parents had an opportunity to meet with our teachers 
during Parent Teacher Conferences. If you were unable to 
meet with your child’s teacher, please reach out to your 
child’s teachers to set up a meeting time. 

e se school building is bubbling with excitement.  
Teachers and students have been immersed in our new 
literacy program.  Our Focused Learning Walk has 
revealed the excitement the program is generating.  One 
aspect of the Houghton Mifflin program is vocabulary 
development. 

EEach week, students in every grade are introduced to 
vocabulary words through their read alouds.  In our 
classrooms, teachers are challenging students to use the 
vocabulary in their daily conversations and in their 
writing. In a recent visit to a fourth-grade class, students 
used words like “cynic” throughout their lesson and in 
their writing.  Students quickly raced to the back of the 
classclassroom to give themselves points for using the word in 
the correct context.

Vocabulary development is an essential component of 
reading and writing instruction. As students’ vocabulary 
develop, they can read and comprehend more complex 
literature, as well strengthen their writing and overall 
speaking.  is component is particularly useful for our 
English Language Learners as they make connections 
with their new vocabulary words in English. 
PParents can play a part in vocabulary development by:

• Encouraging your child to talk about what they are  
learning in complete sentences;
• Ensure that your child is reading each night or being 
read to each night; and
• Play word games to build their vocabulary.

COOK SCHOOL
Dr. Caryn D. Cooper, Principal 



We are Whale-tastic readers at Jefferson School! Not 
only do our students read in class, but the principal 
adds to the encouragement of reading by selecting a 
Principal’s Book of the Month for all students and staff 
in the school to enjoy reading together. e idea for 
our Book of the Month is for everyone to interact with 
the same text in a variety of ways to create a literacy 
cocommunity, but also reinforce mindsets and habits we 
want to encourage. Each teacher receives a classroom 
copy of the book and shares the book as a read aloud 
for student enjoyment.  Our first Principal’s Book of 
the Month was e Day You Begin by Jacqueline 
Woodson.  Teachers and students completed activities 
related to the book, such as displaying ways each 
student is uniqustudent is unique, creating a brochure identifying 
individual favorites and likes and describing a time 
each student felt like the main characters.  By 
exploring activities that relate to the text, all students 
and staff at Jefferson School share in the love of 
literacy.  e ultimate goal is to help our students build 
their reading comprehension, vocabulary skills and 
ffoster a love of reading and books. We are looking 
forward to our next Principal’s Book of the Month, 
Lionheart by Richard Collingridge.  We encourage you 
to find a monthly book for you and your family to read 
together. Happy Reading!

JEFFERSON SCHOOL
Ms. Telaya Parham, Principal

e students at Evergreen Elementary School are happy 
to meet the challenges of our rigorous curricula.   
Students in the third grade have completed an exciting 
multi-disciplinary research project in which they had to 
answer, “What does it mean to be a contributing member 
of the community? Why?” As they started the research, 
their critical thinking skills kicked-in and even more 
questiquestions emerged. Students created a timeline of events 
in Plainfield and designed surveys to administer to 
classmates and parents.  Once they gathered their results, 
they created a bar graph that represented the data 
collected.  ey also created a pamphlet to persuade 
others to visit Plainfield. Scholars researched their 
family’s history as they used a world map to document 
whewhere their ancestors came from. ey used what they 
learned from their research to create a three-dimensional 
representation of Plainfield.   

is multidisciplinary project made it possible for 
students to learn about themselves, their peers, families 
and the Queen City community.  e knowledge gained 
with this project, strengthened our students’ Math, 
Reading, Writing and Social Studies skills.  Students are 
excited about the opportunities in the Spring for field 
trips within the city of Plainfield (Drake House, Library, 
CiCity Hall) to take this project from the classroom to 
hands-on real-life experiences.

EVERGREEN SCHOOL
Mrs. Miguelina Gil-Landisi, Principal

Plainfield Public Schools Mid-Year Review (continued)
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Charles H. Stillman School honored veterans through 
the observance of traditional military ceremonies 
customary in the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines. 
Since November 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the 
end of World War I, the United States has honored 
veterans on the 11th day of the 11th month of every 
year. On November 11th students across all grade 
lelevels at Stillman learned about and participated in 
historic and traditional ceremonies reserved for those 
who served in our honored military: e White Table 
Observance, the United States flag flying and folding 
ceremony, “e 21 Steps” that guard the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at Arlington Cemetery in Virginia, 
the history of the red poppy, the symbolic Veteran’s 
DDay flower and the meaning of symbols and patches 
that adorn military uniforms. Exploring specific pieces 
of literature and children's books, students brought 
words to life throughout the school campus.

rough read-alouds and video footage, students 
witnessed and read about the 21 steps of the Sentinel 
soldiers that guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  
both day and night.  rough art, students created their 
own red poppies and learned the history of the flower 
as an official symbol for veterans across the world. e 
day was especially poignant when students participated 
in a flag in a flag folding activity led by head custodian and 
army veteran Steven Grimes of Stillman school and 
Mr. Juan Pinas, assistant supervisor for Plainfield 
Public Schools Facilities and Grounds. At 11:00 a.m. 
promptly on this eleventh month of November, on the 
11th day the student body joined in 11 seconds of 
silence in memory of those who served our Country.           

STILLMAN SCHOOL
Ms. Gwynetta Y. Joe, Principal
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One way that Washington Community School 
recognizes and acknowledges the diversity in our 
school and community is by participating in the 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month. With over 
500 students of Latino descent, the cultural 
relevance of Hispanic heritage is an important part 
of our school culture climate. 

OOur students come from many countries, each with 
their own cultural and linguistic differences. 
Fortunately, our World Language teacher is often 
able to leverage those differences as a bridge to 
greater tolerance and understanding among the 
students as well as the staff. In addition, research 
projects enabled students to learn about more well 
knknown people of Latino descent, such as Cesar 
Chavez and Sonia Sotomayor. 

One of the interesting facts I learned this year, for 
example, is that while much to-do is made about 
Cinco de Mayo here in America, in Mexico, Cinco 
de Mayo is hardly considered a celebratory event. 
Hopefully next year you will join us when we hold 
our culminating event.

WASHINGTON SCHOOL
Dr. Anthony Jenkins, Principal

(continued)
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Returning to school this year was different than 
any other year. Students and teachers were 
returning to a place that had new rules and new 
procedures, changes that could be hard for all of 
us. e Department of Student Services 
anticipated the need to provide support for our 
students and families and among other practices 
adopted the adopted the Social Interactive Learning Avatar 
Software (SiLAS) platform for social emotional 
learning, as a tool for students to express their 
feelings creatively while also learning new ways to 
deal with difficult feelings. Our social workers 
have been trained on how to effectively use SiLAS 
to assist students with self-regulating their 
ffeelings. In addition, interventionists provide 
support with academics and social skills within 
the classroom environment. Likewise, the after 
school programs will be infusing SiLAS and other 
Social Emotional Learning supports within their 
programming as a way to wrap around the school 
day efforts. Your child’s teachers should be sharing 
thethe “SiLAS school-to-home connection” that 
provides parents current information regarding 
the in-school experience and shares activities and 
skills to integrate in the home such as ensuring 
there is a quiet place to do homework. Students 
who may be overwhelmed with learning during a 
pandemic often experience physical symptoms. 
is mis may affect a student’s ability to learn, chronic 
absenteeism and possibly behavior problems.  
School nurses will be aware of this potential and 
will incorporate social emotional learning into 
their daily practice. 

STUDENT SERVICES
Dr. Elizabeth Filippatos, Executive Director

(continued)
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MAXSON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Mrs. Lisa Armstead, Principal

Mr. Kwame Asante, Principal
HUBBARD MIDDLE SCHOOL
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On October 28, Plainfield High School sponsored 55 colleges, 
universities, and military personnel to its annual College and 
Career Fair. College Fairs are time-saving opportunities for 
students to gain additional information from colleges, 
universities, and the armed forces in one day. e College Fair 
was open to all high school students at Plainfield HS and 
PAAAS HS.  e College tour allowed freshman, sophomores, 
juniorsjuniors, and senior’s opportunities to investigate and connect 
with college and armed forces representatives. 

is is a time for students to examine and narrow down 
choices after graduation. "We know many colleges and 
universities offered career fairs virtually during the Pandemic, 
however nothing is better than a face-to-face interview with a 
college admissions representative," said Principal Kevin 
Stansbury. During the fair, students from Plainfield High 
School and PAAAS HS met with admission officers from the 
cocolleges, universities, and the armed forces to discuss entrance 
requirements, financial aid, application deadlines, majors, 
student-life and collect literature. Many of the schools offered 
on-site "on-the-spot" admissions. e College and Career 
Centers are available at both high schools to assist students 
with financial aid and FAFSA workshops, college 

applications, instant-decision day, and registration. Students 
also participate in “in-person tours” of colleges such as 
Union County College and in virtual college fairs with the 
Malcom Bernard Historically Black College/University 
(HBCU) Virtual College Fair in November. Our 
NAVIANCE Program, a comprehensive online K-12 college 
and career readiness solution assists students with 
post-secpost-secondary goals. Students are able to access the 
program via the College and Career Center at PHS. 

PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
Mr. Kevin Stansbury, Principal

PAAAS
Dr. Angela Bento, Principal

| Plainfield Academy for the Arts & Advanced Studies

expression of how Earth is running out of time and a 
change needs to be made. Instructor and peer critiques 
provided insight, aiding in the rich development of each 
piece.

SStudents were energized about upcycling materials that 
would contextually raise the bar for any type of work done 
on paper or canvas. ey hope their artwork will inspire a 
broader audience to engage in conversations about climate 
change and begin the initiative of helping our planet stay 
clean.  As a result of their research, data collection, and 
their own concern for their generation (and generations to 
cocome), our students have become so conscientious that we 
are echoing their concerns to the community. More to 
come!

Creating an opportunity where the Visual Arts world 
intersects with Environmental Science and Literacy 
sounds like it could be a Public Service Announcement 
(PSA) project that you might find in an April class 
around Earth Day.  However, what the juniors and seniors 
of the Visual Arts Studio did not realize was that the tone 
of this autumn collaboration was not meant to be serious 
or sor somber.  e mission was to create an original 
mixed-media composition using humor, positivity, irony, 
or any other unconventional approach not usually 
associated with environmental communication to address 
the climate crisis.  e research and planning was going to 
require some out of the box thinking. What better way to 
display their knowledge than with a visual interpretation 
that depicts what global wathat depicts what global warming means to students in 
Plainfield, New Jersey.

Never willing to back down from a challenge, our 11th 
and 12th grade artists were prepared to surmount this 
tsunami of a concept presented by their instructor, Mrs. 
Archana Kamani.  Student art pieces were constructed 
using acrylic paint, modeling paste, paint canvas, and 
forms of recyclable materials. Student artwork was 
displayed showing their 11



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

JANUARY

MARCH

Winter Benchmark 
Student Assessments 

Superintendent’s Womens’ 
History Month Tea 

APRIL

Spring Recess 
SCHOOLS CLOSED

JUNE
Last Day of School & 
Graduation
Class of 2022

PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS & SERVICES 

Ms. Evelyn Motley, Director
Ms. Elena Rutherford, Supervisor 
During these unsettled times of a pandemic and social 
unrest, the team in the Plainfield Public Schools, Office 
of Early Childhood, saw the need to address a national 
movement, Anti-Bias Education and shine a light on 
the importance of making our preschool students feel 
good about who they are and what they can contribute 
to society. is all began with the vision  to integrate 
Anti-Bias pAnti-Bias practices into our everyday teaching and 
learning. Strategies to integrate Anti-Bias Education 
into the program include: Center directors leading with 
passion; teachers introducing Anti-Bias Education into 
our existing curriculum, partnering with parents for 
support; a comprehensive professional development plan 
including Webinars, Podcasts, Workshops, and Training 
ModulesModules, and an ongoing book study focused on Don’t 
Look Away: Embracing Anti-Bias Classrooms, by 
Iheoma U. Iruka, Ph.D.  To promote children’s 
beginning understanding of democracy, the children 
created classroom agreements. Children shared ideas to 
keep their classroom safe and healthy and they signed 
the documents with their fingerprints. Self- portrait 
encouencouraged children to think about self-identity, by 
paying attention to themselves by looking in the mirror 
and talking about their facial features helped children 
gained knowledge of self and others. 
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